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3 Talkto TH
Readers sound off
Polkas and trailer food

5 | Postcards
Forbidden Gardens
China comes to Texas,
plus new exhibits at San
Antonio’s Institute of
Texan Cultures and a
musical tribute to the
'50s in Mew Braunfels

9 | TH Taste

Uncovering
Houston's Chinatown

Enjoy dirm sum-and-Asian-

market tours led by a renowned

Chinese-cooking teacher

12 | Weekender

Good Moming, Isabel

Head to Port Isabel for new
adventures, plus the NBA
All-5tar Game in Arlington

52 | Speaking of Texas
History with a travel twist
Explore Mother Meff State
Fark, and learn why [exans
owe the park's namesake

a debt of gratitude

58 | TH Traveler

A roundup of January events
Modern dance and live
music in Houston, plus a
Midland exhibit that features
portraits of your favorite
country-western musicians

61| Window on Texas
Riveting Reflection

A floating museum? The
shallow pool around the
base of the Modern Art
Museurn of Fort Worth
gives the illusion that the
building is afloat.
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About Our Covers
FROMT: Luscious Ruby Cabernat grapes,
which bypscally produce a rich, full-bodsed
reed wine, await on the High Plains' Bogar
Vinayards, near Welch

BACK: A wild-eyed clown intrigues visi-
tors at the Orange Show, a 3.000-sgquare
faot, maze-like area on Houston's east
end that's filled with exuberant fodk art
Both phatos by 1. Griffis Smith

Photographic 9

Prints Available

Some images in this issuwe, including the
front and back covers, are available as
prinits i twio distinctive formats, For more
nfgrmation, call toll-free 866 962-119,
or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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Isabel

Across the bridge from South
Padre Island, treasures await

R Text by HELEN BRYANT
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WEARAPATHTOSOUTH PADREISLAND, WHERE | LIKE TO READ,

walk the beach, and be a sea slug, Yes, I'm a coastaholic. But today I'm taking

a break from the sand and surf to drive over the Queen Isabella Memorial
Bridge to Port Isabel on the mainland,

As I cross the bridge—at 2.6 miles it's Texas' longest—I notice a barge headed
toward the Port of Brownsville, 17 miles to the south. Barges and ships take this path
daily, traversing the Laguna Madre, the local part of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway,
on their way to and from Mexico or to the East Coast. On a typical day, the bay, as we
all call the Laguna Madre, is also filled with fishing boats, dolphin-watching craffts,
and the odd ski boat pulling a parasailing tourist. Today, though, the winds are high
in advance of a cold front, and the barge is the lone vessel I see.

The bridge descends into Port Isabel (originally Point Isabel), and I park in Light-
house Square, where shops and restaurants surround a small hill topped by the
famous Port Isabel Lighthouse. There's plenty of free parking behind the lighthouse
and in a lot next to Pirate’s Landing, ‘ .

At one of the square’s restaurants, a dark-paneled Ital-
ian/seafood place called Marcello’s, I start my afternoon.
Opened in 1988 in the Old Lighthouse Grocery building,
Marcello’s meanders through several rooms, yet retains an

Venturing to the top of
the Port Isabel Light-
house rewards with a

panoramic 360° view.
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intimate feel. I order the lunch special—
all-you-can-eat fried flounderserved with
a garden salad, a hot basket of focaceia,
and spaghetti topped with aslightly spicy
marinara. Between bites, I eavesdrop on
Rotary Club members holding court in
the next room. Always a good sign.
Sated, I make my way across Texas 100 to
take in a little history. Port Isabel has three
museums, and you ¢an see them all for a
combined $7 ticket. I start with the Port
Isabel Historical Museum, where exhibits
tell of wars, settlers, and the shrimping
industry. Port Isabel onee called itself the
“Shrimping Capital of the World™; shrimp-

See the /1-foot fly
fishing rod between
Pirate’s Landing Restaurant
and the pier.

ers here harvested 12 million pounds an-
nually during the mid-20th Century. For-
eign competition, shrimp farming, and
legislation, coupled with the high cost
of fuel and labor, have severely trimmed
operations in recent years.

Much of the museum is devoted to the
U.5.-Mexican War of 1846-48, which won
this nation 529,017 square miles of land.
Displays include flintlock and percussion
pistols, swords, buckles, buttons, bullets,
cannon balls, and a timeline of Laguna
Madre history. My favorite museum arti-
fact, though, is a 30-inch-long sawfish bill
(itdoes, indeed, look like a saw) that hung
in the lighthouse back in the 1950s.

A ramp behind this collection leads to
the Treasures of the Gulf Museum, which
focuses on the shipwreck of three of four
vessels that set sail in 1554 from Veracruz,
Mexico, headed to Spain. Instead, they ran
aground off Padre Island about 30 miles
north of Port Isabel. The sunken ships car-
ried 87,000 pounds of gold and silver. Mex-
ican divers and salvage crews recovered

IN THE HEART OF TEXAS BETWEEN SAN ANTONIO AND AUSTIN

GET TO KNOW OUR MANY FLAVORS

il —

Restaurants, kayaks, and classic cars—San Marcos offers this
and so much more. Stay awhile, explore the flavors and get a taste

ol what you've been missing.,

TEXAS MATURAIL

888-200-5620 * www.toursanmarcos.com

B THIS WINTER Al
HOUSTON CENTER FOR CONTEMPORAR\" CRAFT

Unigue Shopping | Artists af Work '
Tours & Workshops Linnovativé Ex"nl::nrh-::uns

Houston Center For Contemporary Craft | In the Museum District | dE-JE Main Street
713.529.4848 | Accessible Parking Behind Building 1 www. :ralthqu;mn org
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Weekender

about half the payload, and some silver
coins, along withsea-ravaged cannons, are
here. But much of the loot is, apparently,
still in the sea. Displays and videos tell the
tale of 16th-Century ships and the dangers
the sailors faced (storms, fire, and pirates,
for starters). I learn that 300 people sur-
vived the ﬂhipu-'reckﬁ. but once ashore,
only two lived to tell the tale.

Next, I cross the street to the Sealife
Nature Center, adelightful, little aquarium
whose mission is to educate the publicand
promote the wellbeing of local sea life,
including the native bottlenose dolphins.

At a petting tank, you may pick up a jel-
lylike anemone, a sea cucumber (equally
slimy and fuzzy), a lightning whelk (the
official state shell), and hermit crabs,
which reevele abandoned shells after their
original inhabitants die. Other tanks here
are filled with stingrays, along with a big-
mouthed, spiny scorpion fish, a five-pound
grouper, a guitar fish (tail likea shark, head
like a ray), and seahorses. And that guy
eerily peering out from the rocks in the
big tank? That's a moray.

In a blue, plastic pool, Spike, a spiny,
three-pound lobster with big purple
antennae that was rescued during the
area’s unusual cold spell several years
ago, crawls out from under a rock to glare
at me, I'm surprised to learn that Texas
has the same sort of lobsters that live off

A tiny seahorse propels itself through the viewing

tank environment at the Sealife Mature Center.
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the coast of Florida—but not enough to
warrant commercial harvests.

Across the street, [ refresh my lighthouse
history at the Point Isabel Light, completed
in 1853, Its early keepers made $500 to
$700 a year for turning the light on and off
to warn incoming ships as they approached
shore. The landmark beacon guided ships
in the Laguna Madre until 1905, when it
was permanently decommissioned.

A climb to the top of the 73-foot light-
house involves 74 steps and three 8-rung
ladders. It doesn’'tsound like much, butit's
stuffy in there. At the top, it's windy, but
it's worth the bluster to be able to see all
the way to the Gulf of Mexico to the east
and many miles in all directions.

I clang back down the lighthouse steps

See the light. Port lsabel
offers a perfect place to

and meet a friend
a block away at
Pirate’s Landing  enjoy the Texas Gulf Coast.
restaurant for a
piece of dulce de leche cheesecake. This
kitschy place—it's shaped like a fortand is
festooned with pirates, flags, and skulls—
is one of my favorite area restaurants,
offering consistently good local seafood
(snapper, flounder, shrimp, and such)
along with steak and fajitas. My typical
order is a shrimp po'boy on a soft, warm
homemade roll with aside of either crispy
waffle fries or homemade potato chips;
it’s hard to decide.

Right now, though, I'm indulging in my
perfectcaramel-infused cheesecake while
I trade gossip with a Port Isabellian and
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Courtside or Mezzanine, It's a Ball!

PRO BASKETBALL'S NBA SEASON
continues tofast break forward at full speed.
Hopes for the playoffs and a champienship
trophy resound with the Mavericks, Spurs,
Rockets, and their many fans. Modern,
spacious arenas (American Airlines Center,
ATET Center, and Toyota Center) and excit-
ing, winning teams in Dallas, San Antonio,
and Houston make attending a game a real
thrill. International stars (Dirk Mowitski,
Tim Duncan, Luis Scola), dancing cheer-
leaders, funny mascots (the Coyote!), and
a sport filled with hyper-athletic action
present a compelling entertainment pack-
age. For tickets, call Ticketmaster at 800/
745-3000; www.nba.com. —Marty Lange

TOP: Mot just for football, Cowboys Stadium in
Arlington hosts the 2010 NBA All-Star Game.

watch a weather front whip up whitecaps
in the bay. The locals here have a way of
making me feel like I'm one of them, and
that's part of the town’s charm. T know it’s
hard to leave the beach, but I highly rec-
ommend this sojourn. TH

Port Isabel ity
is on Texas 100 about 30 miles 4
'\.I...l
10orth of Brownsville, just across the -
bridge from South Padre [sland. Call the Port

sabel Chamber of Commerce at 956,/943-
2262 or B00/527-6102; www.portisabel.org.
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‘A Family Friendfy Event”
parades * concerts * carnival * sireet enfertainment * arts & crofts * food vendors
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Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau
800.361.3360

www.visitlaredo.
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